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change. They have difficulty in bringing their reason
to act, and on all occasions use their memory first.
As soon as they have rid themselves of some grievance,
and settled the better practice, they make haste to fix
it as a finality, and never wish to hear of alteration
more.

Every Englishman is an embryonic chancellor;
His instinct is to search for a precedent. The favour*
ite phrase of their law is, "a custom whereof the
memory of man runneth not back to the contrary."
The barons say, " Nbhmns mutari /' and the cockneys
stifle the curiosity of the foreigner on the reason of
any practice, with "Lord, sir, it was always so,"
They hate innovation. Bacon told them, Time was
the right reformer; Chatham, that " confidence was a
plant of slow growth;'* Canning, to "advance with
the times;" and Wellington, that "habit was ten
times nature," All thoir statesmen learn the irresisti-
bility of the tide of custom, and have invented many
fine phrases to cover this slowness of perception, and
prchcnsility of tail.

A sea shell should be the crest of 'England, not only
because it represents a power built on the waves, but
also the hard finish of the men. The Englishman is
finished like a cowry or a murex* After the spire
and the spines are formed, or, with the formation, a
juice exudes, and a hard enamel varnishes every part*
The keeping of the proprieties is as indispensable as
clean linen. No merit quite countervails the want of
this, whilst this sometimes stands in lion of all " 'Tis
in bad taste," is the most formidable word an English-